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HOUSE BI LL 2177

St ate of WAshi ngt on 590th Legislature 2005 Regul ar Sessi on
By Representatives Chase, Kenney, Santos and Hasegawa

Read first tine 02/ 22/ 2005. Referred to Commttee on Health Care.

AN ACT Relating to toxic nold in schools; adding a new chapter to
Title 70 RCW and decl aring an energency.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. The legislature declares that a safe and
heal thy environment for Washington's school children is of great
i nport ance. The legislature finds that <children are especially
vul nerable to contamnants, which can inpair health and reduce
| ear ni ng. The legislature also finds that it is inportant that the
indoor air quality, and instructional areas and play areas in all
school s are safe. Recogni zing that the presence of toxic nold can
adversely inpact the air quality of a school, the legislature finds
that the best way to ensure that individual school buildings are free
from toxic nold is through testing air of affected buildings and
devel opi ng and i npl enmenting corrective action plans when problens are
f ound.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. The definitions in this section apply
t hroughout this chapter unless the context clearly requires otherw se.
(1) "Board" neans the state board of health.

p. 1 HB 2177



D 01~ W DN PP

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31
32
33
34
35
36

(2) "Departnent" neans the departnent of health.

(3) "Local school governing authority" neans a |local board of
educati on under chapter 28A. 330 RCWor school decision-making authority
for private schools under chapter 28A. 195 RCW

(4) "School" nmeans comon schools under RCW 28A. 150.020 and
approved private schools under chapter 28A. 195 RCW

NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. (1) The board shall adopt rules for toxic
mold levels in school facilities by August 1, 2006. The rules shal
i ncl ude: (a) Toxic nold quality nonitoring requirenments and action
levels; (b) toxic nold testing protocols and testing thresholds; (c)
deadlines for schools to conplete toxic nold testing; (d) requirenents
and deadlines for posting test results, and for providing notice to
students, parents, school staff, and the public when test results
exceed established action levels; and (e) requirenents for the |oca
school governing authority to report to the community on inplenentation
of corrective actions.

(2) At a mninum the board shall require each |ocal school
governing authority to maintain records of safety inspections and
testing results for environnental health hazards, including toxic nold,
for all school facilities, and conmunicate the availability of these
records to school enployees and the public, either through the internet
or by direct mailing. School records of environnental health hazards

shall include all available testing and renediation records for
drinking water, indoor air quality, nold, contam nated soil, asbestos,
and safety hazards. The board shall require each |local school

governing authority to provide witten notification annually or upon
enroll ment to parents or guardians of students and enpl oyees descri bi ng
the school's environnental hazard testing and renedi ati on policies and
met hods, including the posting and notification requirenents of this
section.

(3) In adopting rules, the board shall also recognize that the
public has the right to know and to review plans to renediate
environnmental health hazards, before renmediation efforts occur. The
public also has the right to review records of testing, inspections,
and postrenedi ati on assessnents. The public shall be notified of the
availability of these records on the internet or by direct mailing.
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NEW SECTION. Sec. 4. (1) It is the intent of this chapter that
the exclusive responsibility for wundertaking corrective actions to
respond to environnental health hazards in schools remains with the
governing entities of the school institutions, but also ensure that
sufficient tests are conducted to identify where such hazards are
occurring and that test results are widely accessible to parents,
students, staff, and to local and state health departnents. In this
effort, local departnents of health shall annually certify conpliance
of schools wth this chapter based on oversight and conpliance
gui delines provided by the departnent. Therefore, while it is the
intent of this chapter not to provide additional corrective action
authority to the board or the departnent, the departnent shall report
the status of the testing and reporting program as required by
subsection (2) of this section, and for the legislature to determ ne
upon consideration of the report at that tine whether the board or
departnent should be granted additional corrective action enforcenent
authority.

(2) The departnent shall post on its web site the results of
testing received under the standards established in section 3 of this
act, as well as corrective action and nonitoring reports provided
Each school or school district that nmaintains a web site shall also
post such test results and reports.

(3) The departnent shall exam ne conpliance with adopted standards
and rules and provide a report to the appropriate commttees of the
| egi sl ature biennially, beginning Decenber 1, 2007. In the report due
Decenber 1, 2011, the departnent shall report on the status of testing,
di sclosure of test results, and corrective actions taken at school
facilities across the state. This report shall include any
recommendations for |egislation that would inprove conpliance with, or
facilitate the enforcenent or achievenent of, environnental hazard
standards established wunder this chapter, including any needed
conpliance enforcenent authority to be added to this chapter.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 5. Wthin avail able funds, the departnent shal
provi de technical assistance to school admnistrators in conducting
toxic nold testing and corrective actions pursuant to this chapter.
The departnent and the board shall cooperate with local health
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jurisdictions in establishing the standards under section 3 of this act
and in providing the technical assistance under this section.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 6. This chapter does not apply to schools that
are regul ated as nontransi ent nonconmunity systens under chapter 246-
290 WAC.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 7. This act is necessary for the imrediate
preservation of the public peace, health, or safety, or support of the
state governnent and its existing public institutions, and takes effect
i mredi atel y.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 8. Sections 1 through 7 of this act constitute
a new chapter in Title 70 RCW

~-- END ---
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